





COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ANALYSES OF CURRENT PNM SITUATION DISCERN PROBLEMS 

Contention for Chairmanship 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 24 Feb 84 p 3 
[Article by Andy Johnson] 


[Text ] Francis Prevatt, the 71-year-old chairman of the ruling People's 
National Movement, should leave the top echelons of of the party if the next 
election of officers is not to turn into a fractious horse race, party 
insiders are saying. 


"de should bow out gracefully and let new blood take over," one party source 
said during an interview. 


"The party could do without people such as Prevatt at this stage but appa- 
rently they are afraid to tell him so," another source said. 


Prevatt and Works Minister Hugh Francis have been posted as the two main 
contenders for the party chairmanship in elections which were postponed 
last month, after political leader and Prime Minister George Chambers asked 
a meeting of the General Council to reconsider the list of nominees. 


Francis, for his part, has made no secret about his intention to run for 
the chairmanship of the party and he is said to be riding on a large column 
of support from various sections of the party. 


Francis will not, however, discuss his chances of success in a race with 
Prevatt, who has held the post since 1968. 


It has been suggested, however, that the party would be split down the 
middle in any race involving both Francis and Prevatt, who is also said to 
command a tremendous amount of respect and loyalty from party oldtimers 
and fundamentalists. 


Prevatt will not discuss the elections or his intention to run again for 
the chairmanship. He also refused to answer charges that his day was over 
and the party needed to present a new face and image to the country which 
would be compromised with him remaining as chairman. 
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"People can say what they want," Prevatt said brusquely when contacted by the 
EXPRESS. "I do not worry about what anybody has to say." 


He said that it was "academic," to talk about the elections at this time 
since they had been postponed on the advice of the political leader, adding 
that he would wait until the time comes around again before he even considers 
whether or not he is interested in re-election. 


The election of officers of the PNM will take place at the party's 25th annual 
Convention later this year. They were to be held at the 24th Annual Conven- 
tion which was held earlier this month, after being postponed from last year 
because of the Local Government Elections. 


Prevatt has been described, however, as a man who was a close confidant of 
the late Prime Minister, Dr Eric Williams, who was political leader of the 
party from its inception until his death in 1981. 


On several occasions during the early 70's when Williams left the country, 
Prevatt, then a senator, was named as Acting Prime Minister. 


One of the pluses which he is said to enjoy inside the party was his stage- 
managing of the 1973 convention which brought Williams back into the 
political leadership and Prime Ministership after his announced resignation 
from puwlic life. 


Quoting a current pop song of the day, Williams told the convention then 
that "If loving you is wrong, I don't want to be right." 


Prevatt has also been described as "a good listener, a very knowledgeable 
person who knows the party's constitution inside out and who has demonstrated 
a commitment to the development of the party." 


Assessment of Convention 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 24 Feb 84 pp 39, 40, 43 
[Article by Andy Johnson] 


[Text] "We are not a party in the narrow sense of the word. We are rather 
a rally, a convention of all and for all, a mobilisation of all forces in 
the community cutting across race and religion, class and colour, with 
emphasis on united action by all the people in the common cause." 


That was the finai word from Prime Minister George Chambers on opening 
night of the 24th annual convention of the ruling People's National Movement 
at the Chaguaramas Convention Centre on Friday, February 10. 


But that is wishful thinking, and it is to some extent, deceptive, if it 


were not such a serious enough matter for us as a nation, it would be 
laughable. But it is a benchmark of our development as a young nation that 
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those words, the thesis of which is embodied in the national anthem, do 
not hold water for anybody but abiding optimists and political rhetoricians. 


The Prime Minister, in his capacity as leader of the national community, must 
of necessity hold to such noble ideals as though they were in fact the truth 
and, as he reiterated at the convention, he is duty bound to postulate as 
though those things were given in Trinidad and Tobago. 


But one had only to look around the 800 or so delegates, guests and observers 
at the convention to see that there was a wide chasm between what the Prime 
Minister was saying and what obtained in fact. 


Black people of African heritage outnumbered other ethnic groups in the 
society by a wide margin at the convention and the Prime Minister, try as he 
may, cannot convince the people in Laventille, La Brea, Point Fortin and 
along the East-West corridor that their beloved PNM should be opened up to 
the likes of the French Creoles and the Indians to wash their feet and jump 
in. 


Why is it that after 27 years the PNM still can only attract a majority of 

one ethnic group, and that the party still is perceived in the wider community 
as the vehicle by which persons of African heritage can gain upward mobility 
in the wociety? 


It is a question that some people can answer quite well but which most people 
don't even bother to answer since they accept it as fact. 


No one knows for sure that the Developmental and Environmental Works Division 
(DEWD) is the PNM government's tool for holding on to a significant portion 
of the vote from the Africans in the society, but it appears that way. 


When Opposition politicians criticise the DEWD system in Parliament, the 
politicians on the Government side say that they are in fact criticising 
Africans in the society and they are playing race. 


One such politician, in fact, was not at all happy with those sentiments 
as expressed by his political leader at the convention. He felt, in fact, 
that the party was continuing to "cut off its nose to spoil its face." 


He felt that the evidence was abundantly clear after a quarter of a century 
who and what is the PNM and from where its Support came. It is time for the 
party to stop playing idealist and start dealing with political realities, 
this politician was saying on the final day of the convention. 


The party to him is not a party of all races and not a party of all classes 
in the society as the Prime Minister wants to make the country believe. And 
to him all the attempts to appear as though this was a homogenous society in 
which everything was everything and everybody was everybody else's brother 
have only served to give "other people" in the society a feeling of security 
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and of belonging that they do not deserve. And, more distressing to some 
PNM members, it has been seen that the African in the society has remained 
in large measure at the bottom of the ladder, despite the PNM, its greatness 
and its prevailability. 


That should stop, if you ask some long-standing members of the party, and 
attention should be paid to those who have consistently supported the party 
through thick and thin. 


Perhaps that approach would make it easier for the party to convince voters 
at each election that they ought to vote for the balisier. One tenured 
General Council member was remarking in the lounge at the contention that 
Trinidadians and Tobagonians do not know what they have in the PNM, other- 
wise they would not bad talk the country the way they did. 


But nevertheless, they vote consistently and overwhelmingly for the party 
at each election. And that is all that matters in the final analysis, was 
the reply. 


No, he said, it is too hard to get those votes each election. You have to 

go out there each time and make them see the need to vote. In fact, he 

said, an African acquaintance of his told him recently that this was probably 
the only place in the world where a Government party would not be sure to 

win a clear majority of the votes, if not make a clean sweep, in areas where 
the Government had created housing developments for large numbers of people. 


The General Council member expressed particular impatience with young 
Africans whom he felt were ungrateful towards the PNM and the late Dr Eric 
Williams for the opportunities through education which they were afforded 
under his government. 


But was that not the right of any deserving citizen, and was it not the 
duty of a really committed government to provide for the educational 
advancement of all its young people? That may be so, he said, but why did 
it not happen under any Government before the PNM came along? 


The truth is that in 1984, citizens in this country are still mindful that 
there was a period in our history when colour and name counted for much more 
than raw ability and was worth more, in fact, than being simply young and 
gifted, but black. 


There are people in Government, for instance, who are seeing a resurgence 

of those days and in fact are suggesting that there is some kind of racial 
polarisation taking place in the media. Some people, in and out of Govern- 
ment, are suggesting that journalists had better begin to treat with national 
issues along racial lines because of some perceived takeover of the national 
psyche by specific ethnic groups. 


There are persons at Cabinet level who also say that in the post-Williams era 


the PNM was gone so far to the right that it is almost unlivable for some 
of its members. That seems to suggest that a great many of the party's 
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traditional supporters would have been left behind in this new dispensation, 
and that is not sitting well with some members. 


Some PNM members also resent what seems to be a fact that the PNM is not 
equated with efficiency and professionalism and that when citizens of African 
heritage aspire to such heights they no longer see the PNM as the political 
party of their choice. 


The PNM, in 1984, therefore, remains a party primarily for and on behalf of 

the people of African heritage in the society, whether the Prime Minister likes 
that or not. To the extent that he tries to make it otherwise, he will anger 
or alienate a certain section of the party's traditional Support, or his words 
and attempts will simply remain noble ideals which they will not take seriously 
because, somehow, they feel as political leader and Prime Minister he has to 
Say these things. 


Challenge of Allied Opposition 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 26 Feb 84 p 8 
[Article by David Renwick ] 


[Text] George Chambers's obvious concern with the type of image presented 
by the People's National Movement (PNM) in the run-up to the 1986 general 
election seems based on a clear appreciation of the potential strength of 
the Opposition challenge. 


That is why he was so anxious to postpone the election for top posts within 
the PNM which was to have been held during the recent 24th annual convention 
at Chaguaramas. 


As political leader of the party and the man with primary responsibility for 
delivering victory at the polls, Chambers rightly feels that the PNM needs 

to undergo an extensive facelift, the better to prepare itself for the campaign 
battles that are likely to begin in earnest a little over two years from now. 


I believe he has accepted in his heart of hearts that the PNM does not stand 
much of a chance in the House of Assembly election in Tobago this year, no 
matter how many branches of the Ministry of Information are set up there. 
The $75 air-fare and A.N.R. Robinson's skilful presentation of the PNM as 
“anti-Tobagonian" have seen to that. 


But writing off electoral victory in Tobago is one thing; igonring the threat 
in Trinidad from the National Accommodation whose hot breath is already 
tickling the hairs on the back of the PNM's neck quite another. 


The party faithful may have already been lulled into a Ssomnolent mood and 
forgotten the fact that the PNM lost an election this year for the first 
time since 1958, when it failed to obtain the majority of seats allotted to 
Trinidad and Tobago in the Federal Parliament. It was beaten 66 seats to 54 
in the local government election in August, a fact that Chambers clearly 
carries around in the forefront of his mind, even if most of his followers 
don't. 
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The local election triumph said something, which was that, given a choice 
between one PNM candidate and one Opposition candidate (we don't count NJAC, 
since its following is clearly too small to matter), enough voters were 
willing to support the Opposition candidate in numbers sufficient to ensure 
that the PNM candidate lost. 


I have deplored in the past, and continue to deplore, the fact that people 
were willing to vote for the Accommodation candidate in the absence of any 
clear indication of what that candidate, and the coalition of which he was 
the representative, stood for. 


Unfortunately, my deploring something does not always change the fact that 

it exists and the Opposition success in the local government election last 
year remains hard reality. Of course, as I also pointed out then, a victory 
at local level in different geographic areas where regional problems may play 
an important part is not the same as victory at the national level where a 
country-wide organisational framework with strong central direction is 
probably necessary for success, as the PNM has proved time and time again. 


Chambers is smart enough to know that although the Accommodation is not 
yet one unified, national structure with an ideology that clearly differ- 
entiates it from the PNM, it could become so if the best intentions of the 
ONR and Alliance leaderships bear fruit and if Panday is willing to let it 
be known he is not averse to regarding Hudson-Phillips as the de facto 
leader of the integrated forces. 


He is certainly aware that the Accommodation has something substantial on 
which to build. Let's not forget that last August the Accommodation wrested 
St Patrick from the PNM after the latter had held it in both the 1977 and 
1980 local elections, not to mention the 1981 general election. 


Let's not also forget that the Accommodation reclaimed Nariva/Mayaro from the 
PNM, after winning it in 1977 but losing it in 1980. 


It also recaptured Caroni and Victoria after having won both in 1977 but 
losing it in 1980. 


It also recaptured Caroni and Victoria after having won both in 1977 but 
letting them slip from its grasp to the PNM in 1980 in a way that bordered on 
the humiliating (PNM took 11 of the 13 seats in Victoria and eight of the 

11 seats in Caroni in the 1980 local election). 


The Accommodation succeeded in prising St George East away from the PNM 
which had won it without much difficulty in 1980 and was victorious in St 
Andrew/St David despite the PNM's convincing triumph there three years 
previously. 


Only in the four municipalities did the PNM hold its ground but in three of 
them Accommodation candidates made remarkable headway with particular 
reference to Arima where, had the Accommodation attracted just one more 
seat, it would have obtained control (it won three to PNM's four). 
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In Port of Spain, the Accommodation captured four out of the 12 seats and in 
San Fernando, three out of the nine. Only in Point Fortin was PNM hegemony 
confirmed with the party retaining all the seats on that Council, as it did 
in 1980 (the Council was not in existence in 1977). 


The kind of voter swing to the Opposition described above is of such signifi- 
cance as to make any leader of an entrenched, institutionalised party like 
the PNM start thinking very seriously about reorganising and refurbishing 

his forces. 


It is this process of rationcination that has obviously brought Chambers 

to the conclusion that the people put forward for leading party posts like 
chairman and vice-chairman were not the appropriate personalities to spear- 
head the effort to turn back the Accommodation advance. 


One gets the strong impression that he considers the aging Francis Casimir 
Prevatt should now gracefully step down as PNM chairman and make way for a 
healthier, more dynamic individual. It also seems clear that he is none too 
happy with the idea of Hugh Francis taking over as party chairman, which 

my informants tell me might well have been the case the question been put 

to the party convention. 


It seems Francis's reputation as a "black nationalist" has done him no harm 
with the rank and file. But it is the political leader's job to be a little 
cleverer than the average party member from the constituency groups and to 
understand social and electoral changes within the society. 


Chambers knows, for what it is worth, that the last Population and Housing 
Census in 1980 revealed virtual parity in the ethnic extractions of the two 
main population groups with 430,864 people saying they considered themselves 
of African ancestry and 429,187 confirming they were of Indian ancestry. 


In such an evenly-balanced situation, a political leader knows it is not 
wise to have a senior party figure going around trumpeting from the house- 
tops his strong sympathies for one or other of these groups. Besides, 
Chambers also suspects that Francis would be a stalking horse for John 
Stanley Donaldson, aged 48, a very ambitious man but also perceived by the 
thinking public to be another "black nationalist" and a rightwinger to 

boot (Francis would consider himself much more to the left of the political 
spectrum). 


An Accommodation that had successfully straddled the two major ethnic groups 
would make great capital out of the fact that the PNM was veering more 
towards one than the other and Chambers, in the interests of 1986, cannot 
allow that. 


What he needs, and is actively looking for, are committed social democrats 
with an inter-racial image, who understand the organisational and managerial 
imperatives of the age and are able to utilise this to keep the PNM out front 
and in power at national governmental level in the late 1980's and into the 
decade of the 1990's. 


CSO: 3298/584 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ROBINSON CRITICIZES REMARKS BY INCE, U.S. AMBASSADOR 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 24 Feb 84 p 38 


[Text] Tobago House of Assembly chairman A.N.R. Robinson has been critical 
of the statements made by External Affairs Minister Dr Basil Ince on the lack 
of nationalism in Trinidad and Tobago. 


Robinson also said he could not accept Dr Ince's reference to a statement 
made by the American ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago in favour of the 
U.S.-led invation of Grenada. 


The views "of an ambassador cannot be confused with that of a private 
citizen," said Robinson. (Ince had referred to the American Ambassador's 
statement "I love my country, I stand by it" to a group of demonstrators 
who supported the U.S. action in Grenada). 

"An ambassador," said Robinson, "is required to represent the views of his 
government. That is his job. If he does not do it then he is liable to be 
fired by the government that appointed him for the purpose. 





"An ambassador's business also is to defend the policy of his government 
and he fails to do it at his own risk. 


"Thus, an American ambassador, for example, would have been required to 
defend his government's position in Vietnam while the rest of America was 
demanding the withdrawal of troops from Vietnam. 


"As a foreign minister Dr Ince must certainly know better," contended 


Robinson. 
"But I, as a former foreign minister, and a citizen of this country cannot 
permit him to insult my own intelligence and to impugn the patriotism of my 


fellow citizens when it is his own integrity and intelligence that are in 
issue,"’ Robinson ended. 


CSO: 3298/584 


97 














COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


MINISTER WITH TOBAGO PORTFOLIO ASSAILED IN TOBAGO ASSEMBLY 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 27 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text] Senator Anthony Jacelon, Minister in the Ministry of Finance with 
responsibility for Tobago, was on Thursday called a "Fly by night Minister" 
who obstructs rather than helps to improve the relationship between the 
central government and the Tobago House of Assembly. 


Making the charge was Hochoy Charles, Secretary for Works and Health in the 
Tobago House of Assembly who said that Jacelon, from the time he assumed the 
ministerial responsibility for Tobago about two years ago, set about destroy- 
ing whatever goodwill there was between the two countries. 


Speaking on a motion which called for conciliatory machinery to resolve 
problems between the Government and the Assembly, Charles said that prior 
to Jacelon's arrival on the Tobago scene, relations with the Government 
were on the mend. 


He said that several meetings with two senior government ministers, Errol 
Mahabir (Labour) and John Donaldson (National Security), were held with the 
Assembly with the Permanent Secretary sitting in. 


"But as soon as Jacelon came on the scene, he stopped those meetings," said 
Charles. "All the consultation stopped. Jacelon stopped it," he told PNM 
Assemblyman Standord Callender who had moved the motion. 


"Who must we consult with?" asked Charles. "The man (Jacelon) does not talk 
to anybody so how can we consult with this 'Fly by Night Minister’ who comes 
here once a week, spends two hours and is gone. 


"And he is not even elected; he has been imposed upon us. Nobody knows him 
in Tobago. They picked him up in some office in Trinidad and imposed him 
on the people of Tobago." 


Charles said that he was flabbergasted to hear now that Jacelon was claiming 
credit for telephone improvement in Tobago when even the people at the 
Telephone Company knew that it was the Assembly which not only initiated 
discussions for the development but that it was funds from the Assembly 
which were paying for the development. 
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"No wonder people say that politicians are dishonest people," declared Charles 
"I just couldn't believe that any minister who should set the example for 
honesty could be so brazen. 


"Look for the snake coming through the balisier," he declared. 


CSO: 3298/584 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


GOVERNMENT SLATES INVESTMENT IN AID TO TOBAGO SMALL BUSINESSES 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 28 Feb 84 p 7 


[Text] The Government has invested $11 million in a building project called 
the Multi Producers Unit to facilitate small businesses in Tobago. 


The Multi Producers Unit (MPU) is situated in Sangster Hill, and is part of 
the development project which started some four years ago in Lower Scar- 
borough. The Lower Scarborough Centre development was designed to give 

an added impetus to the growth of Scarborough and is intended for use by 
the general public. 


At the moment it consists of a bus terminus, a post office, market office, 
market, the NIB Mall, the National Commercial Bank, a library and co- 
operative supermarket and shops. 


Work on the MPU started in November 1982 and is expected to be completed in 
September this year. This new building will house 31 small businesses and 
will also cater for people who are starting out in business, people from 
areas who would like to move to Scarborough and people who are already in 
business and need more space from which they must operate. 


Vincent Taylor, President of the Tobago Small Business Association and 
Chairman of the Small Business Construction Limited, the company that got the 
contract from the Industrial Development Committee (IDC) to build the Multi 
Producers Unit (MPU) said: 


"It is good to see that the government is showing an interest in the small 
business people in Tobago, we have been neglected for so long." He added, 
"this is indeed a step in the right direction for small business people 
here. We even need more buildings like this one." 


However, Senator Anthony Jacelon, Minister in the Ministry of Finance and 
Planning, and also the Minister responsible for the Administration of Tobago 
said that he is pleased that "Mr Taylor and most Tobagonians are beginning 

to appreciate that the government is interested in the development of Tobago, 
and despite tremendous obstacles that are being placed in its way, is 
succeeding in doing a good job." 


CSO: 3298/584 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


HUDSON-PHILLIPS MESSAGE APPEARS IN NEW ONR NEWSLETTER 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 27 Feb 84 p 8 


[Text] The following is a message from ONR political leader Karl Hudson- 
Phillips which appeared recently in the first issue of an ONR newsletter, 
the Southern Steelbeam. 


Politics is really the art of life and being aware of one's responsibility 
to oneself, one's family, one's nation, and one's consciousness. 


We in the Organization for National Reconstruction (ONR) have the special 
task of living up to our positive and vanguard role in Trinidad and Tobago. 
As politicians we must set the example and put our various houses in order. 
Through an absolute dedication to Trinidad and Tobago we must constantly 
motivate ourselves and our communities. The responsibility of nation- 
building has to be shared. 


Our party is great. We must build it. We must preach the word. Let us 
settle down to the hardwuk of getting our country back on the right track. 
We have been derailed for too long. Our dedication to Trinidad and Tobago 
is our working ideology. Ours must be an ethical humanism. 


The days of careless punishment are over. We ought to surrender to the 
vision of a Trinidad and Tobago that works for each and every citizen. 

We must lead with humanity, firmness, a readiness to account at all times, 
and with an ethical harmony and honesty that can be emulated by future 
generations. 





We must care for our people. No one must go hungry. Man must live. An ONR 
government will introduce a new compassion and partnership and restore the 
ownership of our nation to the citizens, irrespective of race, class, creed 
and diversion. 





We must once more be proud to say that we are Trinidadians and Tobagonians 
and depart from the bobolee tradition that has been imposed on us by those 
who will be our masters and not our servants and confidants. 
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We must show the way and keep the lamp lit and bright as the stars above. 
And we must respect ourselves as a people of exceptional worth, as examples 
to the Caribbean and to the world, and indicate the path to be taken 
through the quicksand. 


The months and the years ahead will not be easy ones; and we cannot afford 
to lull ourselves into complacency and organizational liming. Excuses get 
us nowhere and, in fact, take us back to the Stone Age of the personal 
imperialism that will at times blind us to the larger picture, which is 
total liberation as a people. 


It is not enough to merely cry down our communities and our institutions 
and leaders and not take the measured time to keep our spirits high and 
our dreams afloat. And let us continue to do better for Trinidad and Tobago. 


Good things come to those who wait, but destiny is what you make of your 
life--and not merely chance and voopsing. 


I am with you. 


CSO: 3298/585 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ALLIANCE-CONTROLLED LOCAL COUNCILS SNUB BUDGET MEETING 
Minister's Presentation 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in Engiish 1 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] The Minister of Community Development and Local Government, Dr 
Cuthbert Joseph, at a meeting held in his office yesterday announced the 
sums released for the first quarter of 1984, to the 11 Local Government 
bodies under the long-term Funds for Infrastructure Development. 


Of the $12 million released, $1.5 million will go the St George East and 
the St George West County Councils, while $1 million will go to each of 
the nine Councils, viz: the County Councils of St Andrew/St David, 
Caroni, Victoria, St Patrick and Nariva/Mayaro, and the municipalities 
of Port~of-Spain, San Fernando, Point Fortin and Arima. 


Collaboration Plea 


The Minister said he was disappointed at the attitude taken by the Alliance- 
controlled councils whose representatives had walked out of the meeting. 


The Minister, in his opening address, indicated that such meetings, at 
political levels, of heads and deputy heads of local government bodies, were 
instituted two years ago since he assumed the office of the Minister of 
Community Development and Local Government. 


The Minister repeated his message given at the inauguration of the present 
Councils that "the communal path ahead must be collaboration, not confronta- 
tion." 


Dr Joseph said that most of the County Councils had responded positively to 
his invitation, to the extent where they even placed items on the agenda, 
and therefore he could not understand their reason for walking out on the 
grounds that the meeting was unconstitutional. 


The meeting was in keeping with the "open door" policy he introduced after 
he had assumed the Local Government portfolio and in addition, he made it 
clear that he was quite prepared to meet with individual county councils to 


deal with specific issues. 
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Panday Support for Walkout 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Mar 84 p 7 


[Text] San Fernando--The Alliance representatives who walked out of the 
meeting held with the Minister of Community Development and Local Government 
Dr Cuthbert Joseph, have received full support from Opposition Leader Basdeo 
Panday. 


Mr Panday commenting on the action of the Alliance-ONR representatives said: 
"They were perfectly right because they asked for the meeting and the 
Minister should have acceded to their request. 


"Instead of meeting with the Alliance-ONR Councillors, the minister called 
in all the County Councils and Municipalities. If the minister wanted to 
meet with the representatives of the other councils and Municipalities, 

he should have met with the Alliance-ONR Councillors and hear what they 
have to say, then call a general meeting if he so wished. 


It was reported that the Alliance representatives walked out of the meeting 
on Wednesday. The meeting was held in the minister's office where an 
announcement was made concerning the release of funds for the first quarter 
of 1984, to the 11 Local Government bodies under the long term Funds for 
Infrastructure Development. 


Mr Panday said yesterday that the Association of County Councils wrote the 
minister asking him to meet with a delegation of the association "but the 
minister refused to meet with the delegation because the Alliance-ONR 
accommodation controlled the majority of the County Councils." 


Mr Panday said: "We therefore feel that the minister is trying to undermine 
the Association of County Councils because they are under the control of the 
Alliance-ONR." 


Criticism of Alliance 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Mar 84 p 8 


[Text] It is difficult to understand how Wednesday's meeting between 
Dr Joseph and political heads of local government bodies could be considered 
unconstitutional or a violation of the law. 


It seems, in fact, quite the proper and necessary thing for the Minister 
to confer and collaborate on a regular and systematic basis with local 
government bodies both at the joint level where common problems may be 
fruitfully aired and with separate councils where specific and peculiar 
difficulties could be tackled. 


To his credit, Dr Joseph has been at pains to establish such a system of 


consultation, emphasising its need from the time he assumed administration 
of the Local Government portfolio. 
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This was, for example, the major theme of his address to the councils last 
August following the local government elections. 


Consultation 


Dr Joseph declared the readiness of his Ministry to collaborate with each 
and all councils "to ensure the successful functioning of the local govern- 
ment system." 


And he went on to quote extensively from the Draft Policy Paper on Community 
Development and Local Government on the question of setting up permanent 
machinery of consultation between his Ministry and local government bodies. 


In pursuit of this, Dr Joseph himself had been meeting together with heads 
and deputy heads of the councils and last Wednesday's confab at Kent House 
was a continuation of the series, but the first since the local government 
elections had changed the political picture at this level. 


It is a matter for some regret that the spirit of collaboration established 
at these meetings was jolted by the walk-out of the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Association of County Councils who considered the gathering 
a violation of the law relating to the functioning of local government 
bodies. 


Whatever quarrels the Alliance-controlled County Councils may now choose to 
have with the Central Government, it seems not only silly but quite counter- 
productive for them to adopt that kind of disruptive and confrontational 
policy. 


We can see no derogation of the rights or status of the Association for its 
leaders to sit in joint consultation with political leaders of the munici- 
palities. It may well be to their advantage in fact, to participate as 
fully as possible in discussions at this wider level. 


Invitation 


With opposition parties now controlling six of the seven county councils, 
it is only natural to expect a vigorous increase in political rivalry 
between these bodies and the central government, but it would be quite 
unfortunate if this conflict becomes an end in itself and thus an obstruc- 
tion to the proper performance by the councils of their duties and responsi- - 
bilities to the people they represent. 


What makes the walk-out by Councillors Seecharan and Ali from Wednesday's 
meeting even more curious is the fact that they had both responded very 
positively to the Minister's invitation. Councillor Ali, in fact, had 
taken the opportunity to place a number of important items on the agenda 
and thanked the Minister for the chance to discuss them. 
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Neither the Chairman of Victoria County Councillor, the Chairman of the 

Ne a~Mayaro County Council made any objection to the inclusive nature 

01 ae meeting and it is difficult now to reconcile their subsequent with- 
dr..~al on the grounds that it was a violation of the law. 


With declining government revenue, it would seem that local government bodies 
must now face a greater challenge in terms of efficiency and productivity if 


they are to serve their communities best. A futile confrontation between 
them and the central government would be a sure way of not achieving this. 


CSO: 3298/585 


106 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIPAD AND TOBAGO 


POLICE RAID ON ESTATES NETS 53 ALLEGED ILLEGAL ALIENS 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 24 Feb 84 p l 
[Article by Ronald John] 


[Text] An early morning police raid carried out at the Sea Lots and Beetham 
Estate areas yesterday resulted in the arrest of 53 people who police believe 
are illegal immigrants. 


According to police reports, the aliens, 34 males and 19 females, were born 
in Grenada, Guyana, Antigua, St Vincent and St Lucia. 


The raid, spearheaded by Police Commissioner Randolph Burroughs, involved 
over 200 policemen, policewomen and tracker dogs, was sprung into action 
around 4 a.m. It was reported that Burroughs mounted the raid by having 
his men seal off the area. 


In a telephone hook-up from the scene yesterday, the Commissioner told the 
EXPRESS the exercise was in response to reports that the Sea Lots industrial 
area had for a long time been plagued with breakins, purse snatchings and 
the interference of women working in the area. 


Also seized were a large quantity of electronics which were reportedly stolen 
from dwelling houses and business places. Over 20 other men and women have 
been detained for questioning in connection with the stolen articles. Police 
are inviting persons who have had items stolen to visit the Criminal Investi- 
gation Department to assist in identifying their stolen articles. 


Police said they found out that certain persons had built shacks in Sea Lots 
and were using them as store houses to keep stolen articles. 


Taking part in yesterday's raid were Assistant Commissioner Hamilton Bridge- 
man, Assistant Superintendents Cecil Carrington, David Jack, Dennis Richardson 


and Codrington George, Inspectors Rudolph Leach and Calvin Goodridge, Acting 
Inspector Clyde Reyes and Sergeants Michael Montoute and Trevor St Louis. 


CSO: 3298/585 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


NAVIGATIONAL FACILITIES AT PIARCO AIRPORT BEING IMPROVED 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 1 Mar 84 p 6 


[Text] Most of the navigational equipment at Piarco International Airport 
is obsolete, according to the Ministry of Information. 


The ministry said this was due to the non-availability of spare parts and 
age but that an upgrading programme which began on January 16 will involve 
the replacement of equipment. 


Focusing in its release on the upgrading of navigational facilities at the 
Piarco and Crown Point Airports the ministry said these were being carried 
out to meet international standards as a result of a government-to-government 
agreement signed between Trinidad and Tobago and Canada in 1975. 


Some $10,200,000 (Can.) had been provided for this programme with the stipu- 
lation that $200,000 be used for training personnel and that Transport Canada 
on behalf of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) should be 
responsible for technical expertise. 


The replacement of equipment at Piarco will include the instrument landing 
system equipment which provides electronic guidance during the landing of air- 
craft, the Very High Frequency OMNI Range and Distance Measuring equipment 
which provides en route electronic guidance and all related communications 
equipment. 


Control Tower 


In addition, electronic control equipment in the control tower as well as 
those in the area control centre which are used by air traffic controllers 
will be replaced. 


The release pointed out that all equipment replacement work is being phased 
to avoid any interruption to aircraft operations. 


According to the Information Ministry, CIDA has also supplied the equipment 
which will upgrade the low intensity approach lights and a filed electrical 
centre which when installed will power the lighting system and all other 
field electrical systems at Piarco. 
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At Crown Point, a new non-directional radio beacon will be installed which 
will form part of the equipment network providing enroute electronic guidance 
to aircraft. 


On completion of the installation work at the end of this month, Transport 
Canada will provide a specially equipped aircraft to carry out flight checks 
that are necessary in order to make the final adjustments to the equipment. 


These checks will also verify whether the guidance information provided to 
aircraft conforms to international standards. The equipment in the control 


tower and area control centre at Piarco will be commissioned following the 
flight checks. 


Regarding training, the release said four technicians of the civil aviation 
division spent six months from November 1982 to April 1983 being trained in 
the maintenance of new equipment. 


These technicians are now carrying out installation work under the supervision 
of Transport Canada experts as further training. 


The release added that the division is in the process of implementing a 
recruitment programme so that new technicians will be trained in Canada by 
September this year following an orientation period at Piarco. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


MANUFACTURERS GROUP ESTABLISHES EXPORTS DIVISION 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 29 Feb 84 p 41 


[Text] The Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers Association (ITTMA) yesterday 
announced it hac set up an exporters division which would work in harmony 
with the recently created Export Development Corporation (EDC). 


Roger Vieira, Chairman of the TTMA, told a news conference at the TTMA head- 
quarters in Herbert Street that the major objectives of the division are: 


--To promote, project and advance non-oil exports; 


--Provide the necessary link between the Export Development Corporation and 
the wider body of exporters; 


--To create a positive, confident attitude towards exporting among Trinidad 
and Tobago manufacturers; 


--To work through the EDC in ensuring that exporters receive the necessary 
high priority for the easy flow of raw material into plants and finished 
product output; 


--Collecting data on Trinidad and Tobago products that have export potential. 
This exercise also includes the sorting and storing of export data in an 
easily accessible form. 


The Exporters Division first met on February 23, an executive committee was 
formed and a 1984 action plan was formulated. 


It agreed that regular workshop/seminars would be conducted to discuss export 
cost/pricing, transportation and documentation, identifying export markets, 
export financing, packaging and labelling, internal constraints on exporting 
and external constraints on exporting. 


The division will stage at least two foreign trade missions in 1984, Vieira 
said, adding that the TTMA saw the export drive as an integral part of the 
industrial development strategy of the country. 
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Laurie Chin Cheong of Angostura Bitters Limited told the news conference a 
major problem was the government bureaucracy and said he hoped a way would be 
found for the Central Bank to make foreign exchange available for business 
travel easier to obtain and faster. 


Another TTMA official said cooperation with the trade union was necessary 
and that local manufacturers needed to meet quality standards to be able to 
compete with foreign competitors. 


The TTMA is seeking markets in South America and Europe, but would not neglect 
the traditional Caricom markets, another TTMA official said. 


He said a devaluation of the Trinidad and Tobago dollar would help exporters 
in some ways but would also be detrimental in other ways. 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


GOVERNMENT URGED TO KEEP BIG TRAWLERS OUT OF GULF OF PARIA 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Mar 84 p 7 


[Text] The Cedros Fishing Co-operative has called on Government to make the 
Gulf of Paria a reserve for small fishermen since the gulf is too small to 
sustain the plunder of the big trawlers on a long term basis. 


The call was made in a memorandum sent to the Minister of Agriculture, Lands 
and Food Production, Mr Kamaludd Mohammed, or. his request, following a 
meeting held with him in early February. 


The co-operative suggests that the big trawling industry be upgraded to that 
of a deep-sea trawling industry and these trawlers would be able to fish off 
the coast of Brazil, Guyana and other areas. 


The suggestion was made in the light of recommendations made by a Government 
Ministrial team that "trawlers over 12 metres in overall length be prohibited 
from operating within the 10 fathom insobath." 


The co-operative says that it Strongly disagrees with this since members do 
not believe it would provide them with adequate protection. They want 
neither local or foreign big trawlers to operate in the gulf since they say 
their experience has shown that neither the big trawlers nor the artisanal 
fishing boats can Simultaneously fish and shrimp the waters in the gulf 
economically and productively over a long period of time. 


"If our aim in the long run is to feed the nation with a rich source of 
protein at a reasonable price, if our aim in the long run is to make the 
nation self-sufficient in fish food and produce enough to sustain an export 
market, then we must develop a fleet of deep sea trawlers," says the co- 
operative. 


"We should not encourage and promote a situation where the fishing grounds 
in the gulf are exhaused and destroyed; where the small fishing industry is 
made extinct, and where the big trawlers that at present exist are useless 
to our needs before we think of establishing a deep sea trawling industrv." 
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The co-operative also called on the National Fisheries "to set up the 
machinery for purchasing fish at all major beach heads" at a minimum guaran- 
teed price of $5 per pound for fish and $10 a pound for large shrimp, since 
because of the manner in which the industry is at present operated and 
structured, the small fisherman cannot determine the price of his catch. 


They also offered the suggestion that National Fisheries be restructured to 
make the small fishermen part of the ownership structure of the company. 


"As joint owners we can participate in a more meaningful way to make the 
fishing industry serve all interests in fishing, and the nation at large. 

We believe that we can help National Fisheries -andNNational: Fisheries: canihelp 
us, but only if we are included in a meaningful way." 


Of major importance to the co-operative was its call for Government to roll 
back the price of marine fuel both gas and oil to the 1983 price structure. 


According to the co-operative, National Fisheries enjoys certain concessions 


on auto diesel which the rest of the fishing community is denied. Big 
trawlers, they say, have been receiving concession on diesel since 1972. 


CSO: 3298/586 


113 














COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


TANKER FROM JAPAN--A 16-man crew, made up of 15 ordinary seamen and an engin- 
eer, left Trinidad by air last Friday for Japan to take delivery of the M.V. 
Harold La Borde, the second methanol tanker acquired by the Shipping Corpora- 
tion of Trinidad and Tobago (SCOTT). The tanker, which has a deadweight of 
14,326 tonnes, was formally handed over at a ceremony in the dockyard of 

its builders, Sasebo Heavy Industries Company, yesterday. Mr Edwin Adams, 
SCOTT's Technical Services Manager, represented the company at the handing- 
over ceremony. The M.V. Harold LaBorde, named after Trinidad & Tobago'a 

world famous seafarer, is scheduled to arrive in Trinidad towards the end of 
April. A SCOTT official said the other tanker, the M.V. Trinidad & Tobago, 
which was handed over to SCOTT on January 10, is sailing to Europe from New 
Zealand to deliver a cargo of methanol under a charter agreement before coming 
to Trinidad at the end of this month. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN 
in English 2 Mar 84 p 3] 


TEXACO-UNION ROW--TEXACO Trinidad Inc has turned down a request by the Oil- 
field workers Trade Union to withdraw warning notices served on some 300 
workers who allegedly left their jobs without permission on Friday February 17 
but promised to review the cases of those they believed had been penalised in 
error. Texaco's general manager Lloyd Austin sent a letter to OWTU vice 
president Errol McCleod outlining the company's position in a four-hour meet- 
ing with the OWTU on Monday to resolve an impasse that developed there. On 
that day the workers had broken police lines and invaded the company's central 
offices at Pointe-a-Pierre demanding the withdrawal of the notices. In the 
letter, Texaco said the warning notices served on the workers who left their 
jobs on February 17 without permission "will remain in effect." The company 
said however, that the union may submit the names of workers who felt that they 
were served notices in error. The letter said that such objections will be 
investigated and if found valid the notices would be withdrawn. The company 
agreed to withhold further action against those workers who left their jobs 

on Monday to protest against the warning notices. It said that both parties 
would make every effort to de-escalate the present situation at Pointe-a-Pierre. 
[Text] [Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 25 Feb 84 p 3] 
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ONR-ALLIANCE TALKS--The first in a series of regular quarterly meetings of 
the National Alliance and Organisation for National Reconstruction (ONR) 
county and city councillors will be held on March 31 at the Rienzi Complex, 
Couva. Plans for this quarterly assembly of local government representatives 
were drawn up last Thursday evening when executive members of the national 
Alliance and the ONR met for several hours at ONR headquarters, 10 Albion 
Street, Port-of-Spain. It was the year's second "special-talks" encounter 
between the two bodies. A previous meeting had been held at the offices 

of the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Basdeo Panday. The quarterly meetings 
are designed to better co-ordinate activities of the ONR and Alliance coun- 
cillors, to reduce and minimise areas of conflict, and to harmonise communi- 
cation between councillors, in addition to solidifying the political vision 
of a common objective. [Text] [Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 

26 Feb 84 p 14} 


JAPAN LOAN CLARIFICATION--Government borrowed $65 million through the Bank 
of Tokyo last month to finance general expenditure and not $6.5 million as 
was inadvertently reported. In Japanese currency this amounts to 6.5 bil- 
lion yen. The loan becomes available six months from the date of the loan 
agreement and will be repaid in nine about equal semi-annual instalments 
beginning four years from the date of agreement. [Text] [Port-of-Spain 
TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Feb 84 p 4] 


CSO: 3298/558 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


COPEI LEADERS DENOUNCE NEW ADMINISTRATION'S MEASURES 
Secretary General Underlines Abuses 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 11 Feb 84 p 1-14 


[Text] Eduardo Fernandez has warned that there is appearing in Jaime Lusinchi's 
government a tendency toward mistakenly interpreting the electoral mandate of 

4 December, with a sectarian, presumptuous exercise of power, seeking a status 
even above that of the state of law. 


He also charged that some advisers on the highest level, including supporters 
of the head of state, are encouraging this abusive exercise of power, invoking 
the majority support given by the people to the new government at the polls. 


The COPEI[Social Christian Party] secretary general noted that this situation 
would be analyzed on Tuesday by his party's National Committee, in order to 
make a statement regarding the matter. 


Yesterday morning, the high-ranking Social Christian leader held a lengthy 
meeting with former President Rafael Caldera at the latter's residence in Los 
Chorros, and later contacted the former president of PDVSA [Venezuelan Petro- 
leum, Inc], Humberto Calderon Berti, to analyze with him the measure for dis- 
missal on the part of the main oil company's board of directors. 


When asked about the lack of response from COPEI to Calderon Berti's ouster, 
he explained that the green party first wanted to have a more complete report 
on the measure. Moreover, he said that COPEI did not want to put up radical 
opposition to the new administration as it began, but rather, on the contrary, 
has given it a kind of "letter of credit" so that its own actions will be what 
will determine the intensity of the opposition's policy line. Nevertheless, 
he remarked, some incidents have occurred which deserve a responsible mention 
on behalf of the COPEI leadership. 


Five Disturbing Elements 
He stated at the outset: "There is a tendency to interpret the results of the 


4 December elections as an entitlement to transcend the state of law and to 
run the government in a presumptuous, sectarian manner." 
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"In the first place, we find that, in the formation of the executive cabinet 
and in high positions in public administration, the quality of broadness that 
was offered in the election campaign is completely lacking and, with but few 
exceptions, it is very difficult to claim that a team comprised of the best 
has been formed." 


He also noted that political leaders with notable pugnaciousness, not only 
during the election campaign but even after the elections were held, have 
been assigned to positions that are very important for dialog and democratic 
coexistence. 


"Secondly, we are also concerned by the violation of the institutional agree- 

ment that exists between the two major parties for the formation of the boards 
of directors of the legislative assemblies and, particularly, for the appoint- 
ment of the regional comptrollers." 


In this regard, he gave a reminder that, traditionally, the comptrollers have 
been independent individuals suggested or recommended by the leading opposition 
party; but that on this occasion well-known AD [Democratic Action] militants 
have been appointed in nearly all the states to carry out this critical 
function. 


He added that the government itself should obviously be the first one concerned 
about having the regional comptrollerships in the hands of individuals who 
could not be suspected of acting in accordance with political-partisan interests. 


"Thirdly, the procedure selected to remove the president of the Central Bank of 
Venezuela has been challenged by highly authorized spokesmen as a procedure 
in violation of the state of law." 


Fourthly, he warned about the presence of a dangerous policy of persecuting 
public employees and workers in the service of the state, whose stability is 
theoretically protected by the Law on Administrative Careers, and who are being 
thrown out of their jobs without any consideration, "as if the election victory 
gave the right to keep the state as the private spoils of the winners." 


"Finally, we have the most disturbing situation, the one that has just been 
creatwd in PDVSA, which in our judgment typifies a serious political mistake, 
and another instance of lack of observance of the state of law, disregarding 
the regulations contained in PDVSA's own statute, and behavior damaging to the 
interests of the nation's leading industry." 


He added: "In this respect, I wish to voice COPEI's formal, forceful protest 
against the conduct evinced by the government. Not only did it remove the 
president of Venezuelan Petroleum, engineer Humberto Calderon Berti, with 19 
years of service to the industry, with a lofty reputation as a technician and 
professional who is unanimously recognized as such, but also, without giving 
the country any explanation, it changed half of the company's board of direc- 
tors, including individuals such as Humberto Penaloza, with 33 years‘ service 
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in the industry; Victor Petzall, with 27 years; Gustavo Gabaldon, with 24 years; 
Enrique Daboin, with 25 years in the Ministry of Energy and Mines, and 2 years 
with PDVSA; and Manuel Pulido, with a long record of service in public adminis- 
tration." 


Fernandez gave a reminder that the PDVSA statutes establish a 2-year term for 
the company's board of directors, and noted that, if the government had been so 
much interested in removing certain members, it could have changed the statutes, 
but it did not even take the trouble to do so. 


"Furthermore, these are unprecedented moves in the oil industry. Until now, no 
one has ever left the board of directors unless it was because of having exceed- 
ed the age limit (60 years); and, in any case, at the time indicated, but never 
halfway through the term, and always attempting not to waste the training and 
experience which are so valuable to the industry." 


Advisers and Congratulators 


These elements have prompted Eduardo Fernandez to believe that a dangerous 
tendency is breeding within the present administration, which he thinks should 
be noted. 


"With complete equanimity, but also with complete firmness, COPEI discloses to 
the country this type of action by the new government as something unfeasible 
for the national interest and, what is even more serious, as a tendency toward 
mistakenly interpreting the electoral mandate." 


He went on to say: "We know of advisers who, on the highest levels of public 
administration, including the head of state himself, are approaching them to 
encourage them to interpret the broad electoral mandate received as a license 
that would allow abusive exercise of public authority. This would run counter 
to the Constitution and to the democratic model that has been adopted by the 
Venezuelan people since 1961. At the present time, our remarks are merely 
intended to be a sounding of a warning and an expression of concern that we 
hope will prompt the newly installed government to reflect." 


When questioned about certain press stories from abroad in which there is 
praise for the dismissal of Diaz Bruzual and Calderon Berti as indications of 
the fulfillment of Lusinchi's electoral promises and his intention of redirect- 
ing the economy, the COPEI secretary general remarked that the president should 
be cautious about the "professional congratulators." 


"There will be a great many of them around him during the early part of his 
government. I hope that he realizes that voices such as ours are inspired only 
by the intention of strengthening the democratic system and preventing dangerous 
deviations that would harm us all, but primarily Dr Lusinchi's government it- 
self." 


He was asked: "Are those advisers that you mention Venezuelans or foreigners?" 
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He replied: "The congratulators are our own and outsiders, and we must be 
cautious about all of them alike." 


Military Appointments, Other Issues 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 11 Feb 84 p 2-1 


[Text] Maracay, 10 February--This afternoon, the COPEI leader Pedro Pablo 
Aguilar arrived in this capital and, in statements made to reporters, claimed 
that the dismissal of Humberto Calderon Berti is a disturbing event, declaring 
that oil should not become part of the election spoils. 


He also commented on the removal of Gen Russian Vasquez from the post of 
inspector general of the Army, and said that the aforementioned member of the 
military "is right." 


Pedro Pablo Aguilar arrived in Maracy at the invitation of the COPEI Revolution- 
ary Youth, to attend a forum at which the election results of last December 
were analyzed. 


One of the reporters noted: "A great deal of comment has been evoked in Maracay 
by Gen Russian Vasquez’ statement on the occasion of his removal from the posi- 
tion of Army inspector general. What is the opinion of Senator Aguilar, who 
for several years served as head of the Defense Commission?" 


Aguilar replied: "I think that Gen Russian Vasquez is right. The Venezuelan 
military tradition is that changes in the major commands and positions in the 
Armed Forces are made in July. That tradition does not have to be changed by 
the elections, because the Armed Forces are an apolitical institution. For 

just that very reason, the only minister who is not replaced after the elections 
is the minister of defense. Nor is there a change in the high command, with an 
acknowledgment of the impeccable institutional behavior of the Armed Forces, and 
as evidence that political incidents should not have any repercussions on the 
barracks, even an incident as important as the election of the new president." 


Aguilar continued: "Of course, the president of the republic is the commander in 
chief of the Armed Forces, and he has full authority to appoint and remove the 
heads of the military posts. But I believe that it has been a healthy tradi- 
tion not to link political changes with military changes." 


He was asked: "And what is your opinion regarding the ouster of Humberto 
Calderon Berti?" 


"It is a disturbing incident. There are two very important things in our 
country: oil and the Armed Forces. Both oil and the Armed Forces must remain 
dissociated from the inter-partisan conflict. After we nationalized the oil, 
it was agreed that Venezuelan Petroleum would have to conduct itself with a 
national criterion, without implicating the interests of the parties. The two 
governments involved in the nationalization acted in accordance with that 
principle. Calderon Berti was elected for 2 years. He was assigned to the 


119 











presidency of PDVSA because he is one of the most capable oil experts that 
Venezuela has. Why was he dismissed? Is he incompetent or unfit? Has he 

failed in his administration? No, by no means. Everyone acknowledges his 
ability and the fact that he conducted himself well as head of the company. 

From what has been said, the only reason was that, if there is a new govern- 
ment in the country, there has to be a new government in PDVSA. It is a 

critical precedent that is being set. Based on that criterion, the future 
management of the oil industry would be subject to the vicissitudes of politics." 


Pedro Pablo Aguilar made other comments regarding the removal of the president 
of the main oil company, claiming: ; 


"I regret the dismissal of Calderon Berti. A policy of national understanding 
is required in dealing with oil. That policy must be associated with the inten- 
sification of oil nationalization, and with Venezuela's dependency regarding 
oil it is not sound to turn oil into part of the election spoils. God willing, 
in the future we shall not continue to put the civilian leaders and the heads 

of the oil industry in the same category; in other words, there will be no need 
to change them every time there are elections. This is what has been happening 
in the so-called basic industries, and the results are obvious. It has certain- 
ly been oil that has prevented those basic industries from collapsing. But if 
the same thing happens to the oil industry, how will the calamity be prevented?" 


Another reporter's question dealt with the same topic: He asked for Aguilar's 
opinion as to whether the new board members would politicize the industry. He 
made the following comment: 


"I hope not. They have excellent credentials. The fact that some of them 
sympathize with AD does not disqualify them. The point is that the good manage- 
ment of the oil industry demands maximum stability for its administrators. The 
stability should not be subject to what happens every 5 years at the election 
polls. In this instance, there was a disregard for the legal principle of the 
stability of the president of PDVSA, using the mere argument of the election 
results." 


Senator Pedro Pablo Aguilar will remain in this city until tomorrow, because 
during the evening he will have dinner with representative sectors of the 
community and, tomorrow, he will pay a visit to the news media. 

Call for Congressional Investigation 


Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 16 Feb 84 p 1-14 


[Text] COPEI's National Committee issued instructions to its congressional 
faction to challenge the minister of energy and mines, Arturo Hernandez 
Grisanti, in connection with the dismissal of Humberto Calderon Berti and five 
other PDVSA board members. 


It was learned that the decision was made at the meeting of the Social Christian 
Party National Committee on Tuesday. 
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It was disclosed that it will be the Energy and Mines Commission of the Senate, 
chaired by the Social Christian Party member Valmore Acevedo Amaya, that will 
request the appearance of the minister of energy and mines, following a 
proposal made to the Chamber. 


2909 
CSO: 3348/289 END 


121 





END OF 
FICHE 

DATE FILMED 
7 Ape (484 











